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Does the IB Mission match the Mission, Vision and Values of the 

Somers Central School District and specifically, our hopes for 

our high school graduates?
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 Create a Task Force – comprised of teachers, parents and

administrators

 Meet in both face-to-face and online settings over the course of

three months to study, question and discuss

 Conduct site visits at high schools that implement the

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
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 We would maintain our strong Advanced Placement program

and therefore would look for schools of similar demographics

that offered an IB Diploma Programme and Courses alongside

AP classes.

 How could we add value to the offerings and options for all

Somers students?
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The International Baccalaureate® aims

to develop inquiring, knowledgeable

and caring young people who help to

create a better and more peaceful world

through intercultural understanding and

respect.

To this end the organization works with

schools, governments and international

organizations to develop challenging

programmes of international education

and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students

across the world to become active,

compassionate and lifelong learners

who understand that other people, with

their differences, can also be right.

Somers Central School District will

ignite a passion in each student by

engaging students at a personal

level to ensure success in a global

society.

The vision for SCSD encompasses

three fundamental areas, each an

important component of the Whole

Child -

• 21st Century Knowledge & Skills

• Social-Emotional-Physical 

Wellness

• Global Citizenship
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We desire to be a school district that -

 Develops a K-12 curriculum, instructional resources, and

assessments intended to prepare students to thrive in a

global community.

 Gives back to the community through service to others.

 Learns from and works collaboratively with individuals from

diverse cultures, religions and lifestyles in a spirit of mutual

respect and open dialogue.

 Is driven by a sense of continuous improvement.
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The IB Learner Profile is the IB Mission Statement translated into
a set of learning outcomes for the 21st century.

As IB Learners we strive to be:

 Inquirers

 Knowledgeable

 Thinkers

 Communicators

 Principled

 Open-minded

 Caring

 Risk-takers

 Balanced

 Reflective
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As IB Teachers we strive to be:

 Inquirers

 Knowledgeable

 Thinkers

 Communicators

 Principled

 Open-minded

 Caring

 Risk-takers

 Balanced

 Reflective
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We desire to be a school district that -

 Leads by example and encourages students to follow their

passions.

 Holds high expectations for student achievement and

character.

 Values social/emotional/physical wellness as much as

academic achievement.

 Believes the arts are vital to the core curriculum.

 Gives back to the community through service to others.

 Understands the law, the constitution, and our civic, ethical

and personal responsibilities to each other.

 Develops relationships that are characterized by honesty,

respect and integrity.
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 Assembled - 11 teachers, 2 counselors, 8 parents and 5

administrators to serve as Task Force members. Participants

volunteered to serve on the Task Force.

 Met - during four face-to-face meetings on January 6, January 29,

February 27 and March 12, 2015.

 Maintained - an active online communication tool – Yammer site.

 Conducted - two site visits (February 12 to Clarkstown South and

Clarkstown North High Schools and March 4 to Hauppauge High

School) where we spoke to students, teachers and administrators

about their implementation of the IB Diploma Program. (All schools

also maintained their AP Course offerings.)

 Established - connections and communication with these schools

for future collaboration.
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The Somers Central School District International Baccalaureate

Diploma Programme Task Force offers the following findings

regarding the Feasibility of offering the IB Diploma Programme at

Somers High School.

Our findings are presented with regard to impact on

 Students

 Teachers

 Administration
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All students we heard from were enthusiastic and articulate about
the program. The students

 Felt incredibly prepared for college.

 Learned life skills – especially time management.

 Thought that IB was rigorous but provided a different way to learn.

 Found the writing of lengthy essays more manageable due to the
amount of writing required on a regular basis.

 Enjoyed the choice that IB provided – in courses, assessments,
projects – and felt that their voice mattered.

 Believed that IB courses were accessible to a wide range of students.

 Named the following three key factors contributing to success with
the IB program.

 Motivation

 Organization

 Independence
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“IB assessments test you on what you know and not what you don’t

know.” (Assessments are built around essential understandings and

students choose content that helps them demonstrate their

understanding.)

IB is a “college experience with a high school cushion.”

“Theory of Knowledge was my favorite class. I talked about it

during college interviews.”

Students described their IB teachers as patient, flexible, honest

and willing to go “off topic with a purpose.”
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 Training for Teachers is not only a necessary requirement for

teaching IB, but several teachers shared that it was probably the

“best professional development” they had ever received.

 IB offers curriculum frameworks and teachers have choice in

developing a course curriculum based on that framework.

 Time for collaboration among teachers is a critical component

for successful implementation and program maintenance.
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 The biggest difference between IB courses and other rigorous

Somers’ courses are the assessments. These are more open-

ended, with students demonstrating their learning through

written and oral presentation.

 IB focuses on interdisciplinary learning and global citizenship.

It stresses the understanding of multiple perspectives.
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 IB requires the appointment of an IB Coordinator. Typically part

of a teacher’s assignment, this role is critical to the coordination

of the program.

 Schools often appoint an Extended Essay and a CAS (Creativity

– Action – Service) coordinator as well. The EE and CAS are

essential components for students seeking the full IB Diploma.

These positions can be filled by teachers through relief from a

duty and/or an additional stipend.

 It is important to attend to the social and emotional well-being of

students due to the pressure of the full IB Diploma Program –

getting work done and meeting deadlines. It was noted that IB is

focused on making sure that the students reach success and

therefore, certain deadlines can be flexible. The school must

ensure that checkpoints are created.
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 IB Roll-out and course selection need to be carefully and

thoughtfully planned. Preparation in lower grades is essential in

order that students are ready and prepared for IB courses in

their junior and senior years.

 Student and Parent information sessions must be ongoing.

 There are costs associated with being an IB World School. While

many students in a school may choose to take one or more IB

courses, typically, a small percentage of students seek to attain

the full IB Diploma. Keep in mind, however, that through the

training of just 10 teachers in IB, instruction can be impacted for

at least 1200 students.
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Alison Scanlon, SHS English

Brenda O’Shea, SHS Social Studies

Angelo Carino, SHS Counselor

Eileen Cawley, SHS Counselor

Johanna Townsend-Parent

Alice Shaw-Parent

Susan Taylor-Parent

Dr. Deb Hardy, Director of Counseling

Mr. Mark Bayer, SHS Principal

Mr. Phil Campbell, SHS Assistant Principal
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Prior to committing to offer the IB Diploma Programme to students

at Somers High School beginning in the 2017-2018 school year and

in order to continue our study of the program we would need to

 Submit an application for candidacy

 Provide opportunities for teacher and administrator training

 Appoint an IB Coordinator at SHS


